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MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY: 
Setting out to determine 
what’s right for repository

By J.M. BROWN
jbrown@santacruzsentinel.com

SANTA CRUZ — An Oliver No. 9 
typewriter from 1912.

Thomas Edison phonographic 
recordings on lead foil.

An 1865 pump organ that once 
belonged to William “Buffalo Bill” 
Cody.

These are just a few of the 3,600 
artifacts within the Santa Cruz 
Museum of Natural History’s fine 
arts and history collections — items 
that have largely sat in storage for 
40 years, locked away out of pub-
lic view because of limited exhibit 
space. While offering a fascinating, 
tactile stroll through time, many of 
the items don’t fit with the museum’s 
mission to educate about nature.

Officials want to clear storage 
cabinets and shelves at the 5,000-
square-foot repository on East Cliff 
Drive and find new homes for items 

DAN COYRO/SENTINEL

Frank Perry finds a 1912 Oliver No. 9 typewriter in the museum's basement.

DAN COYRO/SENTINEL

ABOVE: The 
Museum of 
Natural History 
stores bags of old 
match boxes.

LEFT: A spoon for 
a one-armed man 
dates from the 
Civil War era.

‘You can’t separate human 
history and natural history.’
FRANK PERRY, local historian hired for 

museum’s deaccession

By PAUL WISEMAN 
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The real 
danger from the downgrade of 
U.S. government debt by Stan-
dard & Poor’s isn’t higher interest 
rates. It’s the hit to the nation’s 
fragile economic psyche and rat-
tled financial markets. 

S&P’s decision to strip the U.S. 
of its sterling AAA credit rating 
for the first time and move it 
down one notch, to AA+, deals a 
blow to the confidence of consum-
ers and businesses at a dangerous 
time, economists say. 

The agency is “striking at the 
heart of what makes the global 
economy tick,” says Chris Rup-
key, chief financial economists 
for the Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubi-
shi UFJ. “It isn’t just dollars and 
cents.” 

One economist, Paul Dales of 
Capital Economics, worried Sat-
urday that the downgrade could 
even trigger another financial 
crisis that sends Western econo-
mies back into a recession. 

DEBT RATING

US downgrade raises anxiety, if not interest rates 

JIN LEE/AP

A pedestrian walks past the New York Stock Exchange in 
New York on Friday, a day stocks around the world tumbled 
ahead of crucial U.S. jobs figures.

CYBERCRIMES

Group hacks US 
law enforcement 
sites, steals data 

By RAPHAEL G. SATTER and NOMAAN MERCHANT 
Associated Press 

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — The group known as Anony-
mous said Saturday it hacked into some 70 mostly rural 
law enforcement websites in the United States, a data 
breach that at least one local police chief said leaked 
sensitive information about an ongoing investigation. 

The loose-knit international hacking collective posted 
a cache of data to the Internet early Saturday, including 
emails stolen from officers, tips which appeared to come 
from members of the public, credit card numbers and 
other information. 

Anonymous said it had stolen 10 gigabytes worth of 

SEE MUSEUM ON A2

SEE HACKING ON A2

AFGHANISTAN

Copter shot 
down, killing 

30 US troops, 
7 Afghans 

Many killed were members of SEAL 
team responsible for bin Laden death

By SOLOMON MOORE and KIMBERLY DOZIER 
Associated Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — Insurgents shot down a U.S. 
military helicopter during fighting in eastern Afghani-
stan, killing 30 Americans, most of them belonging to 
the same elite Navy SEALs unit that killed Osama bin 
Laden, as well as seven Afghan commandos, U.S. offi-
cials said Saturday. It was the deadliest single loss for 
American forces in the decade-old war. 

The downing was a stinging blow to the lauded, tight-
knit SEAL Team 6, months after its crowning achieve-
ment. It was also a heavy setback for the U.S.-led coali-
tion as it begins to draw down thousands of combat 
troops fighting what has become an increasingly costly 
and unpopular war. 

None of the 22 SEAL personnel killed in the crash 
were part of the team that killed bin Laden in a May 
raid in Pakistan, but they belonged to the same unit. 
Their deployment in the raid in which the helicopter 
crashed would suggest that the target was a high-rank-
ing insurgent figure. 

STEVE HELBER/AP

Virginia Beach residents Tom Hall, left, and Mark Janik, 
center, watch as news about the Navy Seal Team 6 helicop-
ter accident is displayed on a television at a bar in Virginia 
Beach , Va. on Saturday.

SEE RATING ON A12

SEE ATTACK ON A12
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Outrigger races and Polynesian 
Festival slated for Aug. 21

The 19th annual Aloha Outrigger Races and Polyne-
sian Festival will be held 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Aug. 21 at the 
Santa Cruz Municipal Wharf, featuring dance and Poly-
nesian culture and crafts.

Starting at 9 a.m., a series of outrigger canoe races 
geared toward first-time paddlers also will be held.

Check-in begins at 8 a.m., and an awards ceremony 
will be held at 1:30 p.m.

This year’s featured performer is Hawaiian singer-
songwriter Willie K, a Maui native who’s played with 
or opened for such musical giants as B.B. King, Santana, 
Willie Nelson, Prince and Jimmy Buffett. Other guests 
include the Faith Ako and Steven Espaniola and the 
Halau Na Wai Ola dancers. 

For information, call 420-5273 or go to www.santacru-
zwharf.com.

COUNTY

Caltrans to add guardrails  
near crash site on Highway 1

A little more than a month after a midday crash 
resulted in dual airlifts to area hospitals and snarled 
local traffic for hours, Caltrans is set to add guardrails 
along a stretch of Highway 1 to help prevent similar 
accidents. 

The project, which had been in the works prior to 
the June 28 crash, runs from Trafton Road in Monterey 
County to 41st Avenue, and will include guardrails along 
the length of northbound Highway 1 between State Park 
Drive and Rio Del Mar Boulevard exits. Vehicles that go 
off the roadway there can end up at the bottom of a hill, 
and it is hoped guardrails will prevent bad accidents 
from becoming worse.

The $700,000 project is slated to get under way by the 
end of the year, and should be completed in early 2012.

COUNTY

Hospice seeking volunteers  
for patient and family support

The Hospice of Santa Cruz is looking for compassion-
ate, friendly volunteers to assist with patient and family 
support in homes and skilled nursing and residential 
facilities. Bilingual volunteers are especially needed. 

A volunteer visitor training program will begin Sept. 
22 and will run for eight weeks. The class will train vol-
unteers to practically and emotionally support patients 
and their families.

For information, contact Radha Mallery at 430-3006 
or email her at rmallery@hospicesantacruz.org. A vol-
unteer application is available online at www.hospic-
esantacruz.org. Applications are due Sept. 8.

WATSONV I LLE

Plantronics’ Facebook campaign 
nets fans for Second Harvest

Second Harvest Food Bank teamed up with Plantron-
ics for a Facebook campaign that netted the nonprofit 
organization more than 6,200 new followers, according 
to Danny Keith, the group’s chief development officer.

Plantronics donated $1, or the equivalent of four 
meals, for each new fan of Second Harvest’s Facebook 
page, Keith wrote in a news release. 

“We are lucky to have such a strong partner in Plan-
tronics,” Keith wrote in the release. “We also appreciate 
all the promotional assistance we received from radio 
stations KDON and KPIG, as well as other media and 
individuals throughout the community.”

For information about Second Harvest, go to www.
thefoodbank.org or www.facebook.com/SecondHar-
vestSantaCruz.

FELTON

Lompico board to discuss water 
rate increase at Aug. 16 meeting

Board members will present a detailed proposal on 
how funds raised through a proposed water-rate hike 
will be used at the Lompico Water District’s board of 
directors meeting 7 p.m. Aug. 16.

During a special meeting held late last month, the 
board agreed to move forward with a rate-increase mod-
el that would raise $80,000 annually. But the board has 
not yet formally started to process needed to implement 
the proposed increase, which begins with a mailing 
to all of the district’s customers, followed by a public 
hearing.

The meeting will be held at the district’s headquar-
ters, 11255 Lompico Road, Felton. For information, call 
335-5200.

By TOVIN LAPAN
tlapan@santacruzsentinel.com

APTOS — A coalition of 
community groups has suc-
cessfully raised enough mon-
ey to fund Chinese classes at 
Cabrillo for the next school 
year, reinstating the classes 
after they were eliminated 
due to budget cuts a year and 
a half ago.

More than $16,000 was 
donated to pay for one intro-
ductory class in the fall term 
and for Chinese Two in the 
spring term. Prominent local 
businessman George Ow Jr. 
donated more than half the 
total amount.

“Chinese is the language of 
the future,” said Ow, who has 
supported Cabrillo for more 
than 20 years. “It will help 
our country for more people 
to understand Chinese to do 
business to do diplomatic 
work and to be able to com-
municate with so many people 
who speak Chinese through-
out the world. Cabrillo’s Chi-
nese teacher Yaming Shen is 
tremendous.”

The proposal to fund the 
classes with private mon-

ey was brought by several 
groups, including the Wat-
sonville-Santa Cruz Japanese 
American Citizens League, 
Asian Pacific Islanders for 
Community Awareness and 
the Friends of Chinese Class-
es at Cabrillo College.

Advocates for Chinese class-
es argued that, with China as 
a growing power, it is more 
important then ever to main-
tain continuity in the Chinese 
language program.

“We should present this to 
our young people as an oppor-
tunity,” said Cynthia Berger, 
a member of the Friends of 
Chinese. “There are local 
businesses that actually give 
bonuses if you speak Chi-
nese.”

There have been no Chinese 
classes offered since fall 2009, 
when more than 400 classes 
were cut as the campus coped 
with a decline in state fund-
ing. Renee Kilmer. Cabrillo’s 
vice president of instruction,  
said courses were cut from all 
divisions on campus at that 
time based on several factors 
including enrollment numbers 
and how well established the 
class was. Even though Chi-

nese had been offered decades 
ago, Kilmer said, it had only 
been around in its current 
incarnation since 2006.

“Chinese One had very 
strong enrollment and Chi-
nese Two had very low enroll-
ment,” Kilmer said. “Part of 
the decision around Chinese 
was that not enough students 
were continuing into the sec-
ond semester.”

In order for the introduc-
tory class to be held this fall 
at least 18 students must reg-
ister for the 30-seat class. As 
of Thursday, according to the 
Cabrillo website, 18 students 
had signed up. Friend of Chi-
nese member Marlene Majew-
ska said that there will always 
be fewer students interested 
in advanced Chines classes 
than the introductory class, 
and more than one section of 
introductory Chinese should 
be offered to sustain the high-
er-level courses.

On Aug. 1 the Cabrillo 
Board approved a frame-
work for accepting private 
donations to fund specific 
courses in order to prevent 
circumventing the standards 
in place for academic review 

of the curriculum.
Money will only be accepted 

for classes already approved 
by the Faculty Senate, and 
the process for selecting the 
instructor must be the same 
as for any other class.

The general operating 
budget at Cabrillo for 2010-
2011 was $59 million, down 
$5.6 million since 2008. State 
funding was reduced again 
for the 2011-2012 budget year, 
leaving Cabrillo to close a 
$5.2 million budget deficit for 
2011-2012 with reserves and 
cuts to classes, staff and pro-
grams. The budget picture is 
not expected to improve in 
the short term.

“To the extent our crys-
tal ball has any merit it is 
very unlikely that we will 
have new money next year,” 
Cabrillo President Brian King 
said. “All predictions say the 
state will cut funding even 
more.”

Ow said it was much eas-
ier to keep the Chinese pro-
gram going than to try and 
restart it after a hiatus, and 
he would consider donating 
again if need be for the 2012-
2013 school year.

Groups rally to save Chinese classes
CABRILLO COLLEGE

Donations from Ow, others pay for language instruction

TEENS IN TECH

Santa Cruz teenagers ready to take 
tech industry by storm

By JOEL HERSCH
newsroom@santacruzsentinel.com

SANTA CRUZ — Raphie 
Palefsky-Smith, a student at 
the Georgiana Bruce Kirby 
prep school in Santa Cruz, 
pitched the software compa-
ny he and three of his friends 
created.

“It’s called Codulous,” he 
said. 

With the support of the Palo 
Alto company, Teens in Tech, 
the four friends, all 15 years 
old and from Santa Cruz, have 
spent the past two months 
developing their start-up 
company’s product that allows 
users to access and manage 
programming code from any 
location using a Web browser, 
Palefsky-Smith said.

The Teens in Tech program 
is an incubator for technical 
start-up companies created 
by teens, Palefsky-Smith said. 
The program provides young 
entrepreneurs with mentors, 
advice, work space and help in 
establishing them in the tech 
industry.

The four tech-savvy stu-
dents’ start-up, as well as 
five other start-ups created 
by teens from around the 

Bay Area, ages 15 to 19, offi-
cially launched their compa-
nies publicly on Friday at the 
Teens in Tech conference at 
the Palo Alto Research Co. — 
ground zero of the Silicon Val-
ley entrepreneurial scene.

Codulous makes it possible 
for users to “code on the go,” 
Palefsky-Smith said in a phone 
interview. “This is our time 
to showcase what we’re doing 
and get people excited.”

Palefsky-Smith, Kai Tam-
kun and Andrew Amis, all stu-
dents at the Kirby prep school, 

came up with their idea for 
Codulous because they each 
had code on their home com-
puters that they wanted to 
work with while at school, 
but the school wouldn’t allow 
them to install the necessary 
code editing programs on 
school computers, he said. 

“It was a problem, so we 
said, ‘Hey, why not put the 
programs on a website so we 
can just open a Web browser, 
go to the site and start editing 
code’,” Palefsky-Smith said.

Once the three of them 
got the ball rolling they part-
nered with 15-year-old Marc 
Laugharn, a student at Pacif-
ic Collegiate School in Santa 
Cruz, to do the Web design for 
the site, he said.

“Kai and Andrew are the 
brains behind all the coding,” 
Palefsky-Smith said. “I handle 
the business and marketing 
end of the company.” 

Both Kai Tamkun and 
Andrew Amis have been pro-
gramming since they were 
about 10 years old, Palefsky-
Smith said.

“They both know a ton of 
languages,” he said, referring 
to coding programs: Java, 
Python, Ruby and HTML.

“They’re very experienced,” 
he said. 

As an experiment, the Codu-
lous team timed how long it 
takes traditional code-editing 

programs to download, the 
method they would have used 
if the school had allowed it, 
and found it was about 10 min-
utes, Palefsky-Smith said.

“Way too long,” he said. 
“We think that’s just ridicu-
lous. With Codulous, all you 
have to do is log-in and click a 
few buttons.”

For the past six weeks, the 
four team members have been 
car pooling to Mountain View 
where they work in the office 
of the Teens in Tech sponsor, 
Appcelerator, to develop their 
software and company model, 
Palefsky-Smith said. 

With guidance and input 
from Teens in Tech mentors 
they’ve been able to trouble-
shoot coding issues and data 
bases and exchange ideas about 
how to adapt and improve their 
company, he said. 

Palefsky-Smith said the 
team isn’t sure how they’ll 
proceed with Codulous yet. 
They haven’t decided if it’s 
something they want to man-
age or sell. 

Palefsky-Smith said he’s not 
sure yet what he want to do 
after high school either.

“I’m kind of torn between 
getting educated in technology 
or business because I’m inter-
ested in both,” Palefsky-Smith 
said, “but that’s what draws 
me to start-ups. It’s a perfect 
blend.”

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Raphie Palefsky-Smith and 
friends are developing software 
and a business model for Codu-
lous.

Four 15-year-olds 
pitch software 

company

HIGHER EDUCATION

UC offers help to spouses of  visiting scholars

By MATT KRUPNICK
Contra Costa Times

BERKELEY — Shuttered in 
his Berkeley apartment, half 
a planet away from his fam-
ily, Bin Yu was not enjoying 
his new life in California after 
arriving in April with his wife, 
a postdoctoral researcher at 
UC Berkeley.

Yu has a work permit, but 
could not find a job, had no Bay 
Area friends and almost imme-
diately wanted to start again 
somewhere else. He would 
spend his days alone, surfing 
the Internet, and when his 
wife, a microbiologist, would 
return home from her studies, 
the couple would quarrel.

“I needed someone to talk 
with,” said Yu, 32.

The Bay Area’s research 
universities have long attract-
ed international talent, but the 
schools have not always paid 
much attention to those visit-
ing scholars’ spouses and part-
ners. Faced with thousands 
of significant others like Yu 
-- who gave up a job as a com-
puter technician when the 
couple left China -- UC Berke-
ley has started helping them 

cope with the challenges of a 
move and the isolation that 
can afflict spouses who are left 
at home while their partners 
pursue new opportunities.

Nearly three-quarters of UC 
Berkeley’s 4,800 postdoctoral 
and visiting researchers are 
married or have a partner, said 
Sam Castaneda, who runs the 
school’s program for visiting 
scholars. Many of those 3,500 
or so partners and spouses are 
unable to work in the United 
States because of visa issues, 
and solitude and language bar-
riers often lead to depression 
and marital problems, he said.

“If the spouse is not happy, 
then the researchers are not 
happy,” Castaneda said. “And 
then nobody is happy.”

About a decade ago, UC 
Berkeley was shaken by three 
suicides in nine months: a 
postdoctoral researcher, a vis-
iting scholar and the wife of a 
Brazilian postdoctoral schol-
ar. The experience prompted 
the university to extend psy-
chological care to spouses and 
partners, but it took years for 
Castaneda and Yvonne Lefort, 
a Moraga career counselor, to 
design classes for that group.

The university’s first stab 
at spousal outreach, a six-ses-
sion series of workshops that 

ended in late June, attracted 
25 spouses and partners from 
at least 12 countries, including 
Estonia, Israel, Chile, Spain, 
Germany and Vietnam. Top-
ics included how to start a con-
versation with an American, 
coping with stress and “Why 
do Americans act like that?”

Organizers plan to offer the 
workshops again in October 
at the University Village hous-
ing complex in Albany, where 
many of the visitors live.

But organizers also acknowl-
edge they need to do more for 
spouses and partners, such 
as allowing access to the UC 
Berkeley library and career 
center, and would like to 
model the Berkeley program 
after Stanford University’s 40-
year-old spousal-support cen-
ter, which sends spouses and 
partners a welcome package 
in their native language before 
they arrive in California. 

Some universities do not 
understand the challenges fac-
ing international visitors, said 
Susanne Maas, the Stanford 
program’s coordinator.

“Coming from India or 
China, you’re coming to a 
completely different culture,” 
said Maas, who arrived at 
Stanford from Germany four 
years ago with her husband, 

a postdoctoral researcher. 
“Homesickness and the new 
surroundings can be really 
hard. Sometimes you under-
estimate how it feels.”

Stanford’s pre-arrival wel-
come package, she said, is “so 
they know there are people 
here for them.

“But, in the end, they have 
to take the first step out of the 
house.”

Visiting scholars spend their 
days studying on the UC Berke-
ley campus, but their spouses 
often have trouble finding their 
way in a new country, said 
Lefort, who also teaches at Dia-
blo Valley College.

“Often our identity is tied up 
with our jobs,” she said. “They 
come here and can’t work. It’s 
easy to lose a sense of who they 
are.

“They basically have their 
spouse, but they need to find 
ways to develop their own 
lives.”

The UC Berkeley work-
shops prompted Yu to volun-
teer at a San Francisco center 
for Chinese newcomers, even 
as he pounded the pavement 
searching for a job. Despite 
the discouraging shortage 
of computer-related jobs, he 
said the classes helped keep 
his spirits high.

Workshops have 
helped, officials say

MEDICAL MIRACLE

Conjoined twins separated  
in 2002 turn 10

Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — Reaching that first double-digit age of 
10 is a milestone for any kid, but for these Guatemalan twins 
born conjoined at the head, it’s cause for joyous celebration 
— they’ve repeatedly defied the odds against survival at all. 

The girls, Maria de Jesus and Maria Teresa Quiej-Alvarez, 
garnered international attention when they were separated in 
2002 in a 23-hour surgery that riveted the world as it unfolded 
at Mattel Children’s Hospital at the UCLA Medical Center. 

On Saturday, the sisters, known as Josie and Teresita, 
celebrated their 10th birthday at a private home in Malibu 
with a party complete with bounce house and a steel-drum 
band. 

Guests at the Hawaiian-themed bash included many mem-
bers of the 50-person surgical team, as well as two dozen of 
the girls’ school chums. 

“It is a miracle,” said Jenny Hull, an executive board mem-
ber of Mending Kids International, the organization that 
arranged the $1.5 million surgery and has financed much of 
their care through donations. 


	Teen Tech Header
	Teen Tech

